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 In the first century BC a devastating draught threat-
ened to destroy a generation of Jews—the generation before Je-
sus. Famous for his ability to pray for rain, Honi began a circu-
lar movement with his 6-foot staff drawing a circle in the dirt. 
He called down rain: “Lord of the universe, I swear before 
Your great name that I will not move from this circle until You 
have shown mercy upon Your children,” and then it rained. The 
prayer of Honi that saved a generation was deemed one of the 
most significant prayers in the history of Israel.  
 God loves answering prayer. That is who he is. That is 
what He does. Who you become is determined by how you pray. 
The transcript of your prayers becomes the script of your life. 
Drawing prayer circles starts with discerning what God wants, 
what God wills. The goal is glorifying God by drawing circles 
around the promises, miracles, and dreams He wants for you.  
 At the age of 21 I prayed and walked a 4.7-mile circle 
around a block of Capital Hill in Washington DC. Since then, 
National Community Church has grown into one church with 7 
locations around the metro DC area. God won’t do it unless you 
pray for it. We have not because we ask not, or because we cir-
cle not. Prayers go unanswered because they go unasked. God 
has the ability to answer the prayers we should have prayed but 
lacked the knowledge or ability to even ask. I drew circles 
around things I didn’t even know how to ask for.  
 Every book has a backstory. There is a moment when 
an idea is conceived in the imagination of an author and it is 
destined to become a book. Our prayers never die. The image 
of the Israelites circling Jericho for 7 days is a moving picture 
of what drawing prayer circles looks like. A 6-foot-wide lower 
wall and 50-foot-high upper wall encircled the 12-acre ancient 
metropolis.  
 What is your Jericho? What do you want God to do for 
you? Jesus made those he healed verbalize their desire b/c He 
wanted to make sure they knew what they wanted. Well-devel-
oped faith results in well-defined prayers and a well-lived life.  
 Prayer is our primary parental responsibility. God does 
not answer vague prayers. If our prayers aren’t specific God 
gets robbed of the glory that He deserves because we second-
guess whether or not He actually answered them. We never 
know if the answers were the result of specific prayer or gen-
eral coincidences that would have happened anyway.  
 I subscribe to a method of problem solving I call 
prayer solving. I think of a problem as being like a medieval 
walled city. I just camp outside the city. I wait. And I think. 
Until one day the answer to the problem comes all at once. In 
my own life, it wasn’t problem solving that won the day; it was 
prayer solving.   
 In the grand scheme of God’s story, there is a footnote 
behind every headline. The footnote is prayer. And if you focus 
on the footnotes, God will write the headlines. I heard a man 
pray whose words “were deep-fried in the faithfulness of God.” 
Disappointment is like dream defibrillation. If we respond in 
the right way, it can restore our prayer rhythm and resurrect our 
dreams.  
 Prayer is asking God to do something, future tense; 
praise is believing that God has already done it, past tense. 
When God gives you a promise, you need to praise him for it.  
 Neuroimaging has shown that as we age, the center of 
cognitive gravity tends to shift from the imaginative right brain 
to the logical left brain. At some point, most of us stop living 
out of imagination and start living out of memory. Instead of 

living by faith, we live by logic. Imagination is the pathway of 
prayer. They are proportional. One litmus test of spiritual ma-
turity is whether your dreams are getting bigger or smaller. It 
is God’s faithfulness that increases our faith and enlarges our 
dreams. God wants you to keep dreaming until the day you 
die. Dreaming is a form of praying & vice versa. For the Isra-
elites, food was free because they weren’t. In the wilderness 
they missed the meat on their menu after the daily manna. 
They were complaining about 1 miracle while asking for an-
other. There are miracles all around us all the time.   
 The greatest risk is failing to circle the promises of 
God and forfeiting the miracles God wants to perform. I have 
learned from arguments with God that, if I lose the argument, I 
actually win. If you give big, God will bless big. If you give 
for the right reasons, you’ll never outgive God. If you are will-
ing to subtract what you are spending on yourself and add it to 
what you are investing in the kingdom, God will do the multi-
plication.  
 If the vision is from God, it will most definitely be 
beyond your resources. It’s tough to discern between natural 
desires and holy desires. Trying to get ahead of God cost Mo-
ses 40 years, but God redeemed those 40 years by prepping 
him to tend his sheep, the people of Israel. If God answered 
our selfish prayers, they would actually short-circuit the pur-
poses of God in our lives. We shouldn’t seek answers as much 
as to seek God. If you seek answers you won’t find them, but 
if you seek God, the answers will find you. Resist the tempta-
tion to manufacture the answer to your own prayer. When you 
live in prayer mode, you live with holy anticipation.  
 Prayer is the alpha and omega of planning. National 
Community Church meets in 6 of the 39 theaters in the metro 
DC area. I dream of the day when there is a church in every 
theater in America. 
 Our biggest problem is our small view of God. Until 
you come to the conviction that God’s grace and power know 
no limits, you will draw small prayer circles. Once you experi-
ence a miracle, there is no turning back. It is difficult to doubt 
God. A big dream is bigger than you. I’ve never met a person 
who didn’t experience some big disappointments on the way 
to his/her big dream.  
 Praying hard is 2-dimensional: praying like it de-
pends on God, and working like it depends on you. God 
couldn’t care less about protocol. If He did, Jesus would have 
chosen the Pharisees as His disciples.  
 Success is a derivative of persistence. 10,000 hours 
of practice is required to achieve the level of mastery associ-
ated with being a world-class expert in anything. It takes the 
brain this long to assimilate all it needs to know to achieve 
true mastery. Is prayer any different? 100% of the prayers I 
don’t pray won’t get answered.  
 Our most powerful prayers are hyperlinked to the 
promises of God. God wants you to double-click on His prom-
ises. God said it, I’ve circled it, and that settles it. All of God’s 
promises have been transferred to us via Jesus Christ. There 
are moments when the Spirit of God will quicken your spirit to 
claim a promise originally intended for someone else.  The 
promises of God give you a place to stand. Scripture is God’s 
way of initiating a conversation: prayer is our response. Over 
time, the promises of God will become your promises. Then 
you need to circle them.   



 
 
 Jesus didn’t just hang out at the synagogue. He hung 
out at wells, the natural gathering places in ancient culture.  
One of the by-products of answered prayer is the faith to be-
lieve God for bigger and better miracles. With each answered 
prayer, we draw bigger prayer circles.  
 Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven. 
The word bind means “to place a contract on something.” The 
Bible tells us that the Lord is watching over His word to per-
form it.  What I pray for more than anything else is the favor of 
God. The longer I live the more I crave the favor of God.  
 The hard thing about praying hard is letting God do 
the heavy lifting. As I read Scripture, I can come to no other 
conclusion than this: God loves showing up in unexpected ways 
at unexpected times. It is prayer that can turn any story, your 
story, into an epic drama where God provides just enough, just 
in time. God knows that if He provided too much too soon, 
we’d lose our spiritual hunger. The goal isn’t independence; it 
is codependence on God.  Our sinful nature desires to get to a 
place where we don’t need God, or faith, or to pray. We want 
God to provide more so that we need Him less. The will of God 
doesn’t get easier. It gets harder because the harder it gets, the 
harder you have to pray.  
 The blessing of God will complicate your life in posi-
tive ways. Praise God for complications. We have 3 complica-
tions named Parker, Summer, and Josiah. Think of praying hard 
and working hard as concentric circles. That’s how we double-
circle our dreams and His promises.  
 Each miracle of Elijah was precipitated by a concrete 
step of faith: setting up a sacrifice on Mount Carmel, baking a 
loaf of bread, and striking the Jordan River. As a professional 
fisherman, fishing was the one area where Peter would have 
been most tempted to think he didn’t need Jesus. How do you 
have faith to believe that the next fish will have a 4-drachma 
coin? Where are you most proficient, most sufficient? Maybe 
that is precisely where God wants you to trust Him to do some-
thing beyond you.  
 The more courage I need, the more circles I draw. 
Each prayer is like a seed that gets planted. Even when we die, 
our prayers don’t. Each prayer takes on a life, an eternal life, of 
its own. The key to dreaming big and praying hard is thinking 
long. Prayer doesn’t just change circumstances; it changes us. It 
doesn’t just alter external realities; it alters internal realities so 
that we see with spiritual eyes. We live in a culture that over-
values 15 minutes of fame and undervalues lifelong faithful-
ness. The biggest difference between success and failure, both 
spiritually and occupationally, is your waking-up time on your 
alarm clock. If you snooze, you lose.  
 I’m not sure I would have survived if the church had 
thrived too soon. If I had written my first book, In a Pit with a 
Lion on a Snowy Day, at 25 instead of 35, it would have been 
all theory and no substance. It’s not just where you end up 
that’s important; its how you get there. If you plant yourself in 
one place and let your roots grow deep, there is no limit to what 
God can do.  
 Proximity creates intimacy and authority. Drawing a 
prayer circle is one way of marking territory—God’s territory. 
Like the promise given to Joshua,” I will give you every place 
where you set you foot,” it’s a way of exercising the authority 
God has given us as His children. Our minds are subcon-
sciously primed by everything that is happening all the time. It 

testifies to the fact that we must be good stewards of the things 
we allow into our visual and auditory cortices. I pray circles 
around the people I’m meeting with. It turns appointments into 
divine appointments.   
 Drawing prayer circles is nothing more than laying 
our requests before God and waiting expectantly. At National 
Community Church everything is an experiment. Praying hard 
+ thinking long = staying focused. The ingenuity and irre-
pressibility of the human spirt is a gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 Breaking the faith barrier in the spiritual realm is 
much like breaking the sound barrier in the physical realm. As 
you get closer to the breakthrough, it often feels like you’re 
about to lose control and fall apart. But if you pray through, 
God will come through and you’ll experience a supernatural 
breakthrough. Prayer is the way we escape the gravitational 
pull of the flesh and enter God’s orbit. It’s the way we escape 
our atmosphere and enter his space. Without prayer, there is 
no escape. Every break-through has a genesis and a revelation, 
literally and figuratively. It was Daniel’s unwillingness to 
compromise his convictions in the little things that led to his 
big break. 
 A 10-day fast kick-started Daniel’s precipitous climb 
to political power. Fasting has a way of fast-tracking our pray-
ers. It is a form of praying hard. When I have a big decision to 
make, I circle it with a fast. It doesn’t just purge my body; it 
also purges my mind and spirit. It breaks down the calluses in 
my heart. Fasting gives you more power to pray because it’s 
an exercise in will power. The physical discipline gives you 
the spiritual discipline to pray through. An empty stomach 
leads to a full spirit.   
 The brain is a goal-seeking organism. Setting a goal 
creates structural tension in you brain, which will seek to close 
the gap between where you are and where you want to be. 
Goal setting is good stewardship of your right-brain imagina-
tion. Prayer is a good incubator. The more you pray, the more 
God-sized goals you’ll be inspired to go after. Goals are well-
defined dreams that are measurable. Getting in shape is not a 
goal; it’s a wish. Running a half-marathon is a goal. 
 Show me your vision, and I’ll show you your future. 
With a vision, people prosper. Imagined movements trigger 
synaptic changes at the cortical level. Mental rehearsal is just 
as important or more important as physical practice. A picture 
of the future is one dimension of faith, the way you frame it is 
by circling it in prayer. The simple act of imagining doesn’t 
just remap your mind; it forms a map. 
 Our giving goals take precedence over all other fi-
nancially related goals. All of our financial goals are giving 
goals because that is our focus. You make a living by what 
you get, but you make a life by what you give. I recommend 
looking at life goal lists of others to get you own ideas. My 
goals are divided into 5 categories: family, influential, experi-
ential, physical, and travel, all with a spiritual dimension to 
them. Any goal that cultivates physical discipline will culti-
vate spiritual disciplines too. Just like our prayers, our goals 
need to be specific. One of our life goals is to live off of 10% 
and give away 90%. Living 80/20 and 50/50 are benchmarks 
along the way. If you haven’t written down your goals, you 
haven’t really set them. Big goals turn us into big people. Big 



 
 
dreams often turn into long goals. God-ordained goals are con-
ceived in the context of prayer, and prayer is what brings them 
to full term.  
 It sanctifies your mind to notice what God wants you 
to notice. The more you pray, the more you notice. Prayer is the 
way we take thoughts and dreams and ideas captive. Journaling 
is the difference between learning and remembering.  
 Until recently, I wanted God to answer every prayer 
ASAP. Now I pray that it will take long enough and be hard 
enough for God to receive all of the glory. I’m looking for the 
path of greatest glory. Maybe we need to change our prayer ap-
proach from as soon as possible to as long as it takes.  
 It’s not your faith that is on the line. It’s His faithful-
ness. God is the one who made the promise, and He is the only 
one who can keep it. “Make no little plans; they have no magic 
to stir men’s blood.” Every prayer is a time capsule. God an-
swers prayer. Our prayers are prophecies, and God seals them 
until their designated time. They don’t dissipate over time; they 
accumulate through eternity. The words “Let there be light,” 
are still creating galaxies at the edge of the universe. His word 
never returns void and either do your prayers when you pray 
the word of God and the will of God. Ps 56:8 You have col-
lected all my tears in your bottle. Ps 84:11 No good thing does 
he withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
 In his epic history Antiquities of the Jews, Josephus 
notes the deeds of Honi the circle maker, aka Onia the rain-
maker. History belongs to the intercessors. Concentric waves 
radiate in ever-widening circles. In physics, we call this preces-
sion. The ripple effect of rudeness can be far-reaching and so 
can that of kindness. Prayer is the difference between the best 
you can do and the best God can do, the way we cross-pollinate 
in God’s kingdom. Miracles are the side effect, the ripple ef-
fect. Your greatest legacy is the prayers you leave behind. It’s 
also your longest legacy.  
  
 [Who you become is determined by how you pray. Imagination 
is the pathway of prayer. All of God’s promises have been 
transferred to us via Jesus Christ. Even when we die, our pray-
ers don’t. If you haven’t written down your goals, you haven’t 
really set them. Journaling is the difference between learning 
and remembering.] 
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